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Introduction

Welcome to "Level Up!", a unique approach to reading in Egyptian
Arabic. This series is designed specifically for adult learners, offering
culturally authentic stories that explore Egyptian life, history, and
traditions. Each book in the series contains six original stories, with
every story presented in four versions corresponding to CEFR levels
A1l through B2.

The innovative format of "Level Up!" emerged from learner feedback
on our "One Thousand and One Nights" series, where readers who
purchased both elementary and intermediate books found that
reading the elementary version helped them build confidence and
skills to tackle the intermediate version. This led us to develop a new
approach: presenting all four versions of each story together, allowing
learners to experience how complexity builds naturally while
maintaining the same core narrative.

Why is this approach effective? When you read the Al version of a
story first, regardless of your current level, you build a strong
foundation of basic vocabulary and story comprehension. As you
progress through the versions, you'll recognize familiar elements while
encountering new vocabulary and more complex structures gradually
rather than feeling overwhelmed by them all at once.

Each story in this collection has been carefully crafted to reflect
authentic Egyptian experiences and perspectives. From traditional
pigeon-keeping to historical moments like the 1919 revolution, these
stories provide not just language practice but also deep cultural
insights. The adult-oriented themes ensure that the content remains
engaging and relevant to mature learners.

Throughout the book, you'll find helpful features to support your
learning journey. Before each story group, an Introduction provides
cultural context, followed by Key Vocabulary that you'll encounter
across the different versions. Every story has also been recorded by a
professional Egyptian voice artist, with slower, clearer pronunciation
for A1/A2 versions and more natural pacing for B1/B2.
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The unique format of "Level Up!" has been carefully designed to
support your learning journey. Here's how to make the most of its

How to Use This Book

features:

Story Versions and Layout

Each story appears in four versions, with layouts specifically designed
for different learning needs. All versions include voweling marks
(tashkeel) on the Arabic text, using a simplified system that omits the
fatha where it can be easily predicted, reducing visual clutter while

maintaining readability.

Al Version:

o

Three-column format (Arabic script, phonemic
transcription, English translation)

o The phonemic transcription helps beginners connect
sounds to script
o Short, simple sentences with basic vocabulary
A2 Version:
o Two-column format (Arabic and English only)
o Phonemic transcription is removed to encourage
direct reading of Arabic
o Slightly longer sentences with expanded vocabulary
Bl Version:
o Single-column format with English following each
paragraph
o More complex sentence structures
o Quick reference to translation while maintaining focus

on Arabic
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B2 Version:

Arabic text with English on following page
Most complex structures and vocabulary

Translation placement encourages independent
reading

Reading Strategy

We recommend starting with the A1 version of each story, regardless
of your current level. This approach helps you:

o

o

o

o

Build confidence with the basic narrative
Establish core vocabulary
Recognize story elements that will appear in higher levels

Progress naturally to more complex versions when ready

Vocabulary and Cultural Notes

Before each story group, you'll find:
An Introduction providing cultural context

Key Vocabulary listing important words and
expressions

These sections help prepare you for all versions of the
story

Audio Recordings

Each version has been recorded by a professional Egyptian voice artist:

o

A1/A2 recordings are slower and clearer, with appropriate
pauses

B1/B2 recordings maintain clarity while using more natural
pacing

Use recordings to practice listening comprehension and
pronunciation
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o Listen while reading to reinforce learning

Remember, the goal is to read for pleasure and understanding. Don't
feel pressured to move to a higher level version until you're
comfortable. Each version offers valuable learning opportunities, and
the familiar content helps you focus on new language features as
they're introduced.

.y
@ .-."'-'E ‘lD Visit www.lingualism.com/audio,

- - where you can find the free
o - i h find the f
b Frad ;.;E accompanying audio to download or

stream (at variable playback rates).
@ L 5 l u - n
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plaxll 2

The Pigeon Tower

This story revolves around _olo=Jl CJ-‘ burg ilhamam, a pigeon tower
owned by _ahuas oc 3amm® mustdfa (Amm Mustafa). In Egyptian
culture, oc 3amm is a respectful way to address an older man-literally
“uncle” but used more broadly in social contexts. The story introduces
us to a clash between traditional pigeon-keeping and modern
skepticism through the relationship between a grandfather and his
grandson.

Level Up! EQyptian Arabic Stories — Book1 |1



Key Vocabulary

Aol =3 (burg al-hamam) - pigeon tower, a traditional

structure for keeping pigeons
,la> (hamam) - pigeons

bllas (Saglabaz) — a specialized breed of Egyptian pigeons

known for performing acrobatic movements in flight

< (3dbsi) — a traditional Egyptian pigeon breed with

distinctive black feathers
J=1) (zagil) — carrier pigeon

(29 (garin) — a spirit in Egyptian folklore believed to be a

supernatural companion to humans that can cause mischief
o (sarr) —falcon
J.2> (hafid) — grandson

LJAJI (iddilta) — the Nile Delta region where the story takes

place

ol Ggb (tab illdban) — mud bricks, traditional building

material
olaue (ghitan) - fields, agricultural lands

dawasdl OLUJI (ilbinayat ilgidida) — new buildings/

construction, representing urbanization
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The Pigeon

Tower

burg ilhamam

od

plasdi a2y

Uncle Moustafa has a
pigeon tower.

3amm?® mustdfa
3dndu burg® hamam.

odic Laluas ac
S

Aoz

The tower is big and ilburg® k(i)bir wi 9 S E_‘;Jl
beautiful. gamil. ) I
It has many pigeons. fT hamam kitir. _rvé Alo> du9
Tarek is Uncle tari? hafid 3amm? PRV k.99LLD
Moustafa’s grandson. mustdfa. M
y 3umru xamastasar sl 0yac
He is fifteen years old. Y
sdna. o
, . w o
He doesn’t likg mig biyhibb ilhamam. R
pigeons. ol
One day: fiyom: : A9 8
Oyl doles> -
— A pigeon flew away  —fhamama tarit bi3id -
. — wi ba3dén hamama dolo> O3 9 —
— Then another pigeon , .
tanya d:.)l)
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— Then a third pigeon

— wi ba3dén hamama

talta

dolo> (pasw g -
&

Uncle Moustafa is sad.

3amm?® mustdfa
za3lan.

Ub.b.o.o
OMe)

He said, “It's the

fal: “da -lgarin!”

"Iepyall 0x" :Jle

qareen!”
sn inlo
Tarek doesn’t believe. tari? mis misddda?. U 9)
NCRW-=v
Tarek watched th )
t:Vrveer:wa che € tari? razib ilburg: :EJ"'” usb @_)LL:

— In the morning —fi -ssubh all 8-
— At noon — fi -dduhr o)l g -
- In the evening — fi -ilmdyrib wy=all g -

And he saw a big
falcon!

wi saf sa?r’ k(i)bir!

S soo Ble g

The falcon is hungry.

issd?r’ ga3an.

DOl Haall

Its home is gone
because of new
buildings.

bétu rah bi-sabab
ilbinayat ilgidida.

o 2y dio
Saasdl ablldl

Tarek and his friends
helped the falcon:

tari? wi ?ashabu
sd3du -ssa?r:

Glwol 9 Gl
el lgacle

— They made it a home

— 3amalilu bét

S dgloc —

— In the mountain

—fi-lgdbal

Jo=dl g -
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OF Jasw —

— Far from the pigeons  —bi3id 3an ilhamam

ploxll
Now: dilwa?ti: HECEIA
— The pigeons are _ ilfamém mabsat b Lol
happy Jrurd £
- The falcon is happy —issa?r’ mabsat b&“’*’:" yuall -
— Uncle Moustafa is — 3amm?® mugstdfa u"b‘a" P
happy mabsat b
— And Tarek loves — wi tari? biyhibb o GHlb g -
pigeons ilhamam ploxdl
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The Pigeon Tower

plasdl 2

In a small Delta village, Uncle
Moustafa has a big pigeon
tower. This tower has been in
his family since his
grandfather’s time. Every day,
he goes up early to feed the
pigeons and let them fly.

pc WAl g oo 338 8
.;u:S/OLo.> c> o.us:u.é.b.m
0> /olﬂ O odie 0> iyl
JSb el @l ¢ 053 JS
Oy 9 slesdl

His grandson Tarek is fifteen
years old. He's not interested in
pigeons at all. He always says,
“Grandpa, it's 2024! Nobody
raises pigeons nowadays!”

Jwliwes odie @)lb ooue>
Alozdly _eige e diw
53z L 1Jsid il . palls
G0 Uhdsw VYe g Ll

"1 890> sla>

One day, Uncle Moustafa
noticed that pigeons were
disappearing. Every two or
three days, a pigeon would
vanish.

ol By oo ac ¢ 8

“Tarek, something strange is
happening!”

dyé dzl> g «GHlb L
ll! l ...

“Maybe it's cats, Grandpa?”

"S9dz b dalabll oSay”

“No, | know about cats. This is
something else... this is the
work of the qareen!”

i>l> > .ahall Gyle bl Y
Moyl J=b 95 ... 450

“Qareen?!” Tarek laughed.
“Grandpa, the gareen is just
superstition!”

l.J.II .éJLb sl . "!‘:Q:‘“)éll
"Tolelys 03 oyl cgu>
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Uncle Moustafa told him, “Your
great-grandfather saw the
qareen. It used to take pigeons
just like this!”

o1 S Lakuas ec
a>lo O L8l wls sl
"0aS S pledl

Tarek doesn’t believe it but
decided to help his grandfather.
Every day, he watched the
tower. And one day, he saw
something in the sky.

28 om c@an i GHlb
A= ¢ pg JS 00> dclun
GLo e o9y § 9 .z0dl Bly
Lol § dols

A big bird... but not a gareen.
It's a falcon! The falcon was
flying in the new area they’re
building near the village.

03 .08 Lo i cve S b
dihiell § i el o
0o 58 ogisg I Basazdl

58l

Tarek researched the subject on
the internet. The falcons are
coming to the area because the
new buildings took their lands.

oe dl e 9y GHlb

S ygaall L0 &9.@90“
OLLIL plie dalaioll
ool Bas sasasdl

“Look, Grandpa! The falcons
need a place to live. The new
buildings took their home!”

dzlie Hodall lgaz by pay”
Ol a8 lgdumy Ol
"I agin U duasdl

Uncle Moustafa understood.
“Well, what's the solution,
Tarek?”

9 ¢ub”. ogd oo e
Syl b Jodl il

Tarek thought and said, “I have
an idea!”

18)S8 e :J 9 S8 GHlb
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Tarek went with his friends and
made small houses for the
falcons in the nearby mountain.
The falcons found a place to
live, and left Uncle Moustafa’s
pigeons in peace.

lshac cdsluo 2o )b 2l
Judl § ygdall 8p0 g
Ol i) Hsaall . dll
Ae plo> Colw 9 cdud Yl

.ﬂ)l.wggué.lam

Now, Tarek goes up to the
tower with his grandfather
every day. He learns everything
about pigeons from him:

2o S @y Gyl ¢8>
s elexdl e d>ls

— How to choose good pigeons

098l elexdl Hlisw bl -

— When to fly each type

€9 S s gl -

— How to recognize a sick
pigeon

iy yoll dolosdl Loy sl -

And one day he told his
grandfather, “You know what,
Grandpa? Pigeons turned out to
be nice... not like what |
thought!”

L Wle”:00=d JB L 8 9
oW -o9l> @b slosdl € 9a>
1S S b ) pe

Uncle Moustafa laughed, “And
you turned out smarter than
your grandfather... you solved
the problem without believing
in the gareen!”

OlSy” télo Lalhuas ec
Cud> Ldos (0 gsi C=lb
8 Glal b p& (o dSinall
"1o2,8
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plasdi 2y
The Pigeon Tower

38 e dzan lrasdl plasl o WAl 6,8 oo diso di58 3
oo el Yl Gaknas sc elos 25 @Mid (98 Hads ol b
Lol dic CJ_)[J 03 = (Gwo >0 o 0 a_,JI 9>g90 36 T sl
(393 dde 39 ogal g eIl Lighll (o 60b ol Lakuas ac A=
03 ggogall e sl Lahuas ac d9) 9
In a small village in the Delta, where the green fields stretch as far as
the eye can see, stands Uncle Moustafa’s pigeon tower, taller than
any other tower around. This tower isn’t just a building — it’s an entire
family’s history. Uncle Moustafa’s grandfather built it with his own

hands from mud bricks, his father added another floor, and now
Uncle Moustafa maintains this tradition.

Ll gl Calas s cglh uaddl bo Ji8 « ogy JS
Aozl Bgio gawy 9 ¢l doliddl iy 25l davall
HIBUEL 5 «pamdl Szl 1S elgl odic .aile _alucy
&Y 39wl didny I gumll 9 dlggll § D> Josy

Every day, before sunrise, Uncle Moustafa climbs the narrow stairs to
the tower. He opens the wooden windows and hears the pigeons
greeting him. He has many types: the white carrier pigeons, the
acrobatic Shaglabaz that performs tricks in the air, and the Absi with
its shiny black feathers.
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6> Alasdl do3 ol ks «sil Ll § b eyl i
29y0] 9 Wblige lodic g8g)> Gl (9az L. dayas 41>
10k ) plexdl 2o biluy s yodxe

His grandson Tarek, a first-year secondary school student, sees
pigeon-keeping as something outdated. “Grandpa, people nowadays

have mobile phones and internet. Nobody sends messages with
pigeons like in the old days!”

&hd 63 . GHlb b g bl Yo plesdl” i pwin Soluas ec
"dwasis d_ppas pb (S idsio g

Uncle Moustafa smiles, “Pigeons aren’t just for messages, Tarek. It's
instinct and craftsmanship. Each bird has its own personality.”

Loy dola> iz oVl iz Ty slesdl la) @lay dSiaall
A 2w A6 dolos ¢ gy ol S condm g . Jo Il gl 0
Wy olise dola> JS pu8 e ilodle basu Ty g ¢ 318 Lalasas
A M ow

The problem started when pigeons began disappearing. First, a
white pigeon vanished, one of the best carriers. Then, every few
days, another pigeon would disappear. Uncle Moustafa grew worried
and started putting marks on each pigeon’s foot to track which ones
were disappearing.

Ol U= Lgal daty aluas e JUB "I yall Jsb 03 ausl”
"oom 038l elesdl aly O .03 zidl § Lo dlils ¢ ,all

“This must be the work of the gareen!” said Uncle Moustafa
confidently. “My father told me the gareen appeared to him here in
this tower. It would only take the good pigeons.”
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Bte Gl cd>l> (S (",O.lﬁ- yundd e y9d0 dg=ie Ml c@ylb
"Bl 2l & Sl (Sas . ihie Ca ad 0950 Y (932 b
Tarek, who was used to looking for scientific explanations for

everything, wasn’t convinced. “Grandpa, there must be a logical
reason. Can | stay in the tower and watch?”

9 cdicln Lol Ols Ldiage 1w @)l 9 ¢38ly Lakuas ac
8ol Gudi § laoly Laisaw 9 cdiime OByl § yigin slasdl Ol
gl e
Uncle Moustafa agreed, and Tarek began his mission. He brought his
camera, an old laptop, and started recording everything that
happened around the tower. He noticed that the pigeons would get

nervous at certain times and would always disappear at the same
time of day.

8yl 8yuS dal> WLl (8l 25l § ucls 90 9 ¢ pgy 8
o b .af.” B99 A9 ¢y (g9 ¢ Jox> o el
£33l 5o <5 Hauo 03 Ol Ladas .l § Hen 1w g LAl
Ole) oo dabaiall § Liole o5 Ul
One day, while watching from the tower, he saw something large
flying in the sky. A beautiful falcon, reddish-brown, circling above the
tower. Tarek photographed the falcon and started searching the

internet. He discovered it was a free falcon, a species that had lived
in the area for ages.
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3 ygaall” . yguall 0a= )9 90 9 GHlb JB gax b pay”
lgas L) 8l disaall Lgile lgin I ol @& disle cals
"6 o @ ST e loygay lslw ¢ agud)l
“Look, Grandpa!” said Tarek, showing his grandfather the photos.
“These falcons used to live in the lands where they’re building the

new city. When they took their land, they started looking for food in
other places.”

63 &l G v 3,8l Aoyt sleial Heall pay Galas ec
"l | S

Uncle Moustafa looked at the photos with interest. “Still the gareen...
but this time it changed its form!”

0s oy lglasy 9y cdupdall @ dils 2o > § 558 Gl
lgdlacl lgd 55 dle oSl gliss il lsdie & paall jgiall
dpslis oSbollgal eyl o wasdll Jozdl 8 9

Tarek thought of a solution. With his school friends, they began
researching Egyptian falcons. They learned that falcons need high
places to build their nests. And in the mountain near the village, they
found suitable locations.

9 )98uall dpo s Uigu Iglec ¢ pgl=ll Huyde dacluos
s9iuall (gl 2o g cyginall S Loy gl . Judl § Loghs
Ao 585 ol
With help from their science teacher, they made small wooden
houses for the falcons and placed them in the mountain. They put

food inside for the falcons, and over time, the falcons began to settle
there.
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T Gl vaaz e cdl jeaall g colol § yday g2y slaxl
OSJ com pledl puyma Oline e gy JS 25l 00> 2o @l
asadll W § Bol> Olals dd Bl wass] plic

The pigeons returned to flying safely, and the falcons found a new
home. Tarek started going up to the tower with his grandfather every
day, not just to guard the pigeons, but because he discovered there
was beauty in old traditions.

Joszs Bldad dole> Ll 90 9 JB Gl " 9a= b 9y=5"
Aloxdl § dioy oo dud G 5338 Gludo (Say” Hlggll § W)=

"10>

“You know, Grandpa?” said Tarek while watching a Shaglabaz
pigeon performing tricks in the air. “Maybe there’s no gareen, but
there’s still magic in these pigeons!”

Joo o5es wasdl ol Sl casast Bl g télows Laluae ac
oz Gyl depa Jsliue

Uncle Moustafa laughed, “And | discovered that the new generation
could solve old problems in new ways!”
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plasdl 2y
5 &5l e dlay > el 5o e oy Judll o WAl CAs 8
drasdl sl Gidae 950 Iygudl pol Cus 9« 9ylanll
cdibgiioll Cuiadl aSalidn ¢ agh 9 209) - Dl (§) A cous
399> pusyy A cdacliin plyd § dllg=> paw pauVl slexdl g
03 5all Jal i lgdgin )udy pame lsall @ dSlas

O .0_9._):| oc dyg Ml co_9._):| O a_,—JI )9 dawd) olauae )asz
ol VLo Juz JS cclolildl puds o pdaw slexdl il JU=
Sz 2> 0o polul e dhas ¢l Gghall 6o oliy 00 &>
5wl § W Brendl &)l dlac 9 )93 dile 393 ogal + e

9 7251 ol Ol gy cadladl Jle badls> dudi ahas e
ooyl sl

o 9 5% 03" .o lails O ".uoMs g yeub Like 03 _slasdl”
" diga> (S agsd dele> S 2050 9

it o ggogall s O (il § LI ¢yl oiub>
U8 8y b 9 b>gleiSll 9 pglsll Lo ¢« alsio LG
wole 0o &y =0 O slexdl Z3 bl . hlgall 9 oSl
Ldae Jldbgudl g cdl plle § OlSe d Ghslse

lowall 456 8 bl Csd ey poldl oyl Lol cga> b
S 685> U=l sla> zlisre uo
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The Pigeon Tower

In the heart of the Delta, where the Nile has drawn over the years a
map of canals and waterways, and where the black soil quenches the
thirst of green fields, Uncle Moustafa’s pigeon tower stands
towering, a witness to changing times. From afar, it looks like a
minaret — slim and tall, with its carved wooden windows, and white
pigeons flying around it in harmonious circles, as if drawing the
boundaries of an aerial kingdom visible only to those who know this
art.

Uncle Moustafa himself inherited the tower from his father, who
inherited it from his father. Three generations watched pigeons fly
from these same windows, each generation adding to the tower’s
story. His grandfather built it from mud bricks, setting it on a
foundation of ancient limestone. His father added a floor and built
the distinctive dome on the roof. And Uncle Moustafa himself
maintained the traditions, even as time changed and the world with
it.

“These pigeons aren’t just birds,” he would always say. “They’re art
and craft and history. Each pigeon tells a tale.”

His grandson Tarek, a secondary school student, saw things
differently. An educated young man, loving science and technology,
spending his time between books and mobile phone. For him, the
pigeon tower was merely a relic from a past that no longer had a
place in the world of internet and social media.

“Grandpa, the world has changed. People now send messages to
China in a second! Who needs carrier pigeons nowadays?”
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Alazdl” .ol jw Wyle & g cegagy auwiins OF Laluas e
S &Syl gl ezl 03 LGyl b g blsl) e
tellhlgo dely dlogdl 9 1yguall didlye (o e Lyl §llall
M oedl GYL il U8 Ololodyl cdie jguall

dsly po g9ogall § 19y5ay iVl syl I dSiall (S)
Caly oYl Bl g basly cLaisu 1o Labhuas ac sla> &b
oS! pwgn sy .25l § ok doles Joz! ¢ oriad] Eu”
Il oz g lgall § iy ygginall BLIaE! “olalull”
2l 38 O I syl qussl

M Gasdl G581 - gl Jsd 03 O aSkie O Laluas ac

3 58k O ...ddls Ll . olo) (o dic lgSous &5all g Lulll

" plesdl sl 250 5 cs9l Jash 99 ¢ yall

LreolS ) iy yhay alll =g 538 ¢ ElSiiiall dlyz dsadny <)l
bl an Ldcly padll gl e 25 golin 9 gl § duady
)l ©lalsdl ¢ slasdl i BBl dal> JS Jouw 5 Cdly
.5_)|).>J| C)L?_)) g

Gl Olausll e dud Cluall 9 (gt y28 § d= J=
259 Ollg> nga (3l s randl g5l (e 33 Hiuo Bl
Dlgdl 290 Jgl § ol yome (o9 dday € $99 9 Jsex OB HaI
M bazd] doell L diyme dinds> aisS] cgguogall § o L)
Gl glall dy5dl Heaall obl was &58)l 3995 e oginy

la>lS § cysiall demall agity e cuad drilgll g)lgidl g
eligl) Basas jbae e 1935 Ol celad)
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Uncle Moustafa would smile quietly, as if knowing time’s secret.
“Pigeons aren’t just for messages, Tarek. They’re for the soul... for
art... for freedom. Do you know where the airplane was invented
from? From watching birds! And your phone’s compass? Birds knew
directions thousands of years before humans!”

But the problem that emerged made them both think about the
matter from a different angle. Uncle Moustafa’s pigeons started
disappearing, one after another. First went “Beauty Queen,” the most
beautiful white pigeon in the tower. Two days later “Sultan”
vanished, the Shaglabaz famous for its aerial acrobatics. Then “King,”
the black Absi that was the tower’s pride.

Uncle Moustafa was sure it was the work of the gareen — the
invisible being that village people had spoken about for ages. “My
father saw it... it would appear at dawn, very tall, taking the best
pigeons.”

Tarek, with his generation’s skeptical nature, decided to solve the
mystery his way. He installed a digital camera in the tower and
tracking software on his old laptop. He spent days observing and
recording everything: pigeons’ flight times, wind directions, even
temperatures.

The solution came on a winter dawn, while fog still covered the
fields. Tarek saw a free falcon, of the rare Egyptian breed, circling
around the tower. The falcon was beautiful and strong, its reddish-
brown feathers gleaming in the day’s first light.

When he researched the matter, he discovered a sad truth. The new
city being built on the village's edge had taken the wild falcons’
lands. The high buildings and wide streets had destroyed their
natural habitat. The falcons, in their struggle for survival, began
searching for new food sources.
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Sl (63 it sle> Sz e Gesl diSiall O] pus Gyl
3M)w|gml>aogo W|9)9M|uupw8bows
Oliass lglac . ygiall SEY g9 e 14 e aglall Goyts baclua
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The School Songs

Set against the backdrop of the 1919 Egyptian Revolution against
British occupation, this story takes place in a rural Delta village. At this
time, education in Egypt occurred primarily in uL.S kuttab — traditional
schools where children learned reading, writing, and Quranic studies.
The kuttab system was particularly important in rural areas, where it
was often the only form of education available. These schools typically
consisted of a single room or courtyard where students of different
ages would learn together under one teacher.

Level Up! Egyptian Arabic Stories — Book 1 | 20



The Secret of the Koshari

This story takes place in WlJl kwg wist ilbélad (downtown) in Cairo,
specifically on Oj=> cealb L) sari3 tal3at harb (Talaat Harb Street),
one of its most famous thoroughfares. The tale centers around GJ“S
kushari (koshari), Egypt’s beloved national street food dish made of
rice, pasta, lentils, chickpeas, and spicy tomato sauce. In Egyptian
urban culture, street food establishments often become neighborhood
institutions, with recipes passed down through generations and fierce
loyalties developing among customers.
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Sara and the Cat

This story explores the relationship between a young girl and a stray
cat in Cairo, where street cats are a familiar part of daily life. In
Egyptian cities, cats have maintained a special status since ancient
times, freely roaming neighborhoods and often forming bonds with
local residents. The tale takes place in one of Cairo’s old residential
buildings, where a common feature is the perpetually broken JWZLJ
Pasansar (elevator) and the wlgy bawwab (building’s doorman) who
always promises it will be fixed "tomorrow" — a tomorrow that never
comes. These aging buildings, with their long flights of stairs and
close-knit community life, form the backdrop for many everyday
stories of Egyptian urban life.
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The Brides’ Gifts

In the modern district of o @M madinit nasr (Nasr City), where
apartment buildings have transformed desert into urban landscape,
the ties of community remain strong in Egyptian life. Wedding
celebrations, like the one in this story, become events for entire
buildings to participate in, particularly during the &l dLJ lélit ilhinna
(henna night) — a joyous pre-wedding celebration where the bride’s
hands and feet are decorated with intricate henna patterns while
women sing traditional songs and celebrate together. These
communal celebrations are often orchestrated by respected figures
like the neighborhood’s d>\> Adgga (hagga) — a maternal figure whose
influence extends beyond her own family to all the building’s residents.
The story also highlights how service workers like (awg oc 3amm®
yasif (Uncle Youssef), the delivery man, become integral parts of the
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The Springs of Siwa

In Egypt's Western Desert lies g :i:?lg wahit siwa (Siwa QOasis), a
unique cultural landscape where ancient traditions meet modern
tourism. The oasis is known for its distinctive architecture using o)
karsif (karshif) — a building material made from salt rock and mud - and
its intricate water management system of \g.c 3iyin (natural springs).
These springs, which have sustained life in the desert for millennia, are
managed through the ab_zﬁ ?afrag — a traditional system of water
channels and irrigation schedules overseen by the community elders.
In the B2 version of the story, while fictional spring names are used
(following the traditional naming patterns of the Siwi language), they
represent the real system where each spring has a traditional name in
S SIWI (Siwi), the local Amazigh (Berber) language.
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